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of administration, under which the natives of India by
degrees came to recognize that a Briton's word was as
good as his bond. But what is most remarkable about
him is that he definitely started the Company on the
policy of interfering among Indian princes in order to
acquire territory.

In the ranks of Clive's army at Plassey had been one
who was to carry dive's policy much further. This was
Warren Hastings. In 1773 the British Government began wa....
to think that our settlement in India, which had led to Hastlngft
so much fighting between us and'the French, ought to be
under the control of Parliament, So they appointed
Warren Hastings to be the first governor-general. Hast-
ings extended the authority of the Company in all direc-
tions. He waged war on the Mahrattas; he had a long
struggle with Hyder Ali, who was threatening to destroy
British power in the south, and at last overcame him.
Even in the time of the disastrous American War, when
Britain could send him no aid, he held his own stoutly
against the French. He was not always scrupulous in
the way he obtained money, and for this he was im-
peached when he came home. But after a seven years'
trial, in which most of the great orators of the day spoke
against him, he was acquitted.

The period of Clive and Hastings, then, saw the real
establishment of British power in India.   Before them,
the Company was a body of traders, afraid of the Indian Great
princes, bent on pleasing them in order to get liberties thec
of trade, still terrified of its rivals, the French.   After pany*
them, the power of the French had fallen in the dust,
and the Company was now as powerful as any Indian
ruler, with as wide territories and as large a revenue, and
a better army.   It was obvious that what had been done
in Bengal and the Carnatic could be done again all over
India.   One by one Indian rulers would fall before the